View this email in your browser

July 2021
We’re excited to be enrolling new families for the 2021-22 school year!
Montgomery County families with a 4-year-old can choose from 100 partner
sites in Dayton, Jefferson Twp., Kettering, Mad River, Northridge, TrotwoodMadison and West Carrollton. It’s easy to join! Families can quickly sign up
online.
Preschool Promise offers great FREE benefits!
Children receive a FREE Book-of-the-Month and a FREE monthly Play
Box to keep them learning at home.
If a family’s Preschool is not already free, they can receive tuition
assistance.
Families get weekly text messages and a monthly post card with fun
Kindergarten readiness tips.
Families living in Dayton or the Dayton Public School District are
eligible for STAR Attendance financial rewards.
Families with children who are not yet 4 also can join the Preschool Promise
Family and receive partial benefits. Click here to see how Preschool Promise is
helping more and more young children get ready for Kindergarten!
Thanks to support from the City of Dayton, this school year we’ll also be
providing all of Preschool Promise’s benefits to 3-year-olds whose families
live in the City of Dayton or reside in the Dayton Public School District
boundaries. This is an important expansion for us, and we are immensely grateful
for the Dayton City Commission’s steadfast support!

Robyn Lightcap
Executive Director

Because of the pandemic, the 2020-21 school year was
incredibly difficult for families eager to get their children
ready for Kindergarten. In spite of the challenges,
Preschool Promise supported nearly 1,800 children
and their families — 1,500 children attended
Preschool in-person and 300 were enrolled in
Preschool Promise PLUS and continued to learn at
home.

All families received a FREE tablet and a subscription to popular educational apps.
The Play Boxes were so popular with families that we’re continuing that
benefit.

During the recent state budget negotiations,
some Ohio lawmakers wanted to eliminate Step
Up to Quality, an initiative that incentivizes
Preschools and child care programs to improve their
quality and awards them Star-Rating distinctions for
meeting more than minimum licensing
requirements.

State Rep. Phil Plummer was an important
supporter of keeping Step Up to Quality. We are
so appreciative of his hard work.
Advocates for children pushed back, and for
now Step Up will continue to be funded. But a
legislative study group is being created to examine
how Ohio supports child care, and Step Up likely will come under fire again.
Step Up is critical to helping programs that serve children experiencing poverty to
afford to offer quality programming and get children ready for Kindergarten.
We have to keep educating lawmakers that quality early learning is not babysitting
and that all children need access to quality programs.

Four of our 100 partner programs have
earned increases in their Star Ratings under
Ohio’s Step Up to Quality initiative! Getting
these ratings is not easy and takes hard
work by administrators, teachers and all
staff. Thank you to these programs for all
that they're doing for young children!

Jubilee Childcare Center - 5 Star
Steps Creative Center - 5 Star
Buttercups Learning Center - 5 Star
Westpark Academy - 4 Star

Our Outreach Specialists are working
at community events and hosting
events to spread the word about the
power of Preschool and the great
benefits of joining Preschool Promise.
They can sign up families on the spot
and answer questions. Look for them
at festivals, fairs, libraries, food
banks and even at laundromats!

Join us at the Dixie Drive-In for a
FREE night at the movies. On
Monday, July 12 at 9:30 p.m., your
family can enjoy The Secret Life of
Pets. All children under age 5 get a
free small drink and popcorn.
Bring a carload of family and friends!
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