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February 2021
Montgomery County’s Preschools and child care programs continue to do an amazing
job caring for and teaching our youngest children even as many families are being
overwhelmed by this stubborn pandemic. Children feel the stress and chaos around
them, and early childhood educators have selflessly and professionally stepped up.
They’re going above and beyond to make sure children feel safe and can keep
learning.
We’re excited to share just some of their work in our new annual report! You’ll be
impressed by the great progress. Here’s just one important fact:
The impact of attending Preschool Promise sites is demonstrable for all
children, and especially Black children who historically have lacked
opportunities.
Thank you for supporting and advocating for early childhood professionals!

Robyn Lightcap
Executive Director

Thanks to generous funding from Montgomery County, Preschool Promise is
expanding to West Carrollton in the 2021-22 school year, bringing to seven the
number of communities we’re serving.
The six other communities where we’re enrolling children are:
Dayton
Jefferson Twp.
Kettering
Mad River
Northridge
Trotwood Madison

Children who attend one
year of Preschool at a
Preschool Promise partner
site have repeatedly tested
more ready for
Kindergarten. If you know
of a family with a child who
will be turning 4 before
September 30, let them
know about Preschool
Promise! Join at
PreschoolPromise.org.

Preschool Promise is recruiting new partner
programs for the 2021-22 school year to add to
our current list of 85 providers. We want
families to have great and convenient choices
about where they can enroll their children, and
we’re excited to help additional programs
improve their quality.
Families who enroll their child at a partner site may be eligible to receive tuition
assistance, while their child gets a free Book-of-the-Month throughout the year and a
free Play Box every month to keep them learning at home! There are other important
benefits, too.
Meanwhile, Preschool Promise providers get free marketing for their programs, and
their staff may participate in free evidence-based professional development (and
receive stipends to compensate them for their time!). Programs also are awarded
“Quality Dollars” to help them purchase high quality curriculum and teaching
supplies.
Provider applications for the 2021-22 school year are due March 1.

Preschool Promise looks to our Parent
Ambassadors to guide us on the best ways
to support children and families. Their
advice is critical to helping us continuously
improve and innovate. We’ve just selected
our 2021-22 Parent Ambassadors, and we’re
excited to welcome them!
Here’s a new video featuring three of last
year’s Ambassadors. We were privileged to
help their children get ready for Kindergarten!

As part of our response to
COVID-19, we’re sending
monthly Play Boxes to
Preschool Promise children to
help them learn at home. The
kiddos love receiving their
boxes chock-full of surprises.
To help families have fun with
the supplies, we’re also
creating videos to go along
with the Play Boxes. January’s
video featured Miss Latoria leading students in an experiment using ice and talks
about The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats.
Watch the video and sing a silly song about skunks on our website, on our
Facebook page or YouTube Channel.

Last month we learned that child care educators were not included in the early rollout
of COVID-19 vaccinations alongside K -12 educators. Considering that 93% of Ohio’s
child care programs are open fully in-person and that many have stayed open even
as K-12 schools closed or went to remote learning, this was immensely disappointing.

professionals has allowed
parents to be on the job at
essential businesses
like hospitals, grocery stores,
fire houses and more. Child
care staff are overwhelmingly
women, and 34% are Black or
Brown. This decision was one
more instance during the
pandemic when women, lowincome workers and persons of color have been asked to bear the brunt of a health
crisis.
We support prioritizing ALL teachers, child care educators and PreK-12 teachers, so
that child care can remain open and schools can resume in-person classes.

Thank you to our
partners at Dayton
Metro Library as we
collaborate with them to
celebrate February as
Black History Month.
Preschool Promise will be
providing free books to
families to help them
build their home library.
Join us on February 16th
to the 18th, and February
23rd to the 25th during
the Library’s food
distribution times at the
following branch locations; Main, Northwest, Westwood, Wilmington-Stroop,
Burkhardt, Southeast, Trotwood, EC Doren, and Kettering Moraine. Check out our
Events page on Facebook for the exact times, locations and addresses. We will be
excited to greet families, give them a free children’s book and let them know about
Preschool Promise!

February 11 Child Care Directors
Forum.
Administrators will get updates on
child care licensing issues,
professional development and
coaching opportunities, and more
at this virtual meeting.
With things changing so quickly
because of the pandemic, these
forums are keeping programs
current.
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